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News: Fidelity most-used bull
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Janna 1547 (s. Improver)

Fidel Massia (s. Fidelity)

Red & white bulls from the
Netherlands are in demand. At 39,804
first inseminations, Delta Fidelity (by
Kian) once again is the most-used bull
in the Netherlands, used both for black
& white and red & white. The same
goes for Topspeed Kodak (by Kevin),
who also exceeds 30,000 inseminations
in black & white and red & white.
Note-worthy in the overview of first
inseminations in the period from
September 2011 to September 2012
is the emergence of genomic bulls.
Four genomic bulls surfaced in the
black & white top 10: Delta Emerald,
Delta Atlantic, Heuvel Suarez, and
Delta G-Force. With the red & whites,

Camion van de Peul is a much used
genomic bull. These bulls only have
breeding values based on their DNA
and their pedigree, and no breeding
values based on daughters yet.
Three O-Man sons top the black &
white list. DT Improver is the Nr.1
bull, with 37,657 first inseminations.
He remains just ahead of Ralma
O-Man Cf Cricket. Woudhoeve 1042
Impuls is in third place with almost
30,000 first inseminations. In 4th and
5th place are two prominent outcross
bulls, Delta Paramount (by Jocko)
and Big Winner (by Win 395). The
latter takes a big step forward in the
ranking.

Top 10 Black & white 1st inseminations
September 2011-September 2012

Top 10 Red & white 1st inseminations
September 2011-September 2012

1.
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4.
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10.
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10.

DT Improver
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket
Woudhoeve 1042 Impuls
Delta Paramount
Big Winner
Delta Emarald
Delta Atlantic
Dome’s Navarro
Heuvel Suarez
Delta G-Force

37,657
37,254
29,763
18,338
15,889
14,828
14,218
12,614
12,489
11,657

Delta Fidelity
Topspeed Kodak
Aalshorst Pleasure
Camion van de Peul
Van de Peul Kylian
Kian
Woeste Polder Reladon
Heihoeve Arnold
Beukenhof 346 Ideal
J&G Malando

39,804
32,737
19,847
18,354
17,567
17,479
11,019
9,927
9,551
7,829

Royal visit to Brazil
Prince Willem-Alexander, the future
king of the Netherlands, and his wife
Máxima visited the headquarters of
breeding organization CRV Lagao,
a division of CRV, at the end of
November. Amongst others they were
demonstrated how semen is collected.
The royal pair was part of a trade
mission, that wants to strengthen
the ties between the Netherlands and
Brazil.

The central theme of the visit was
food sufficiency, to which the two
export-oriented countries are making
a big contribution. “Professionalism
and technology in cattle farming are
essential if you want to produce food
for a growing world population, which
will have increased to nine billion
people by 2050,” Prince WillemAlexander mentioned at the end of
their visit.
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Three victories at HHH Show
group demonstration of Ralma O-Man
Cricket. The seven daughters made
a nice consistent group of strong,
robust cows with lots of length, good
condition, and nice teat placement.
Cows that are eminently suitable for
the milking robot.

Looking forward

Bons-Holsteins Ella 158

Els Korsten

Nico Bons was the big winner of the
HHH Show in December. For the
first time at the Holstein Show, an
exhibitor succeeded in presenting a
winner in all three age categories.
Bons Holsteins Koba 195 (by Jasper)
became Junior Champion, Bons
Holsteins Ella 169 (by Stormatic)
became Intermediate Champion,
and Bons Holsteins 158 (by Mailing)
managed to capture the Grand
Champion title. She also placed first
with the seniors. In the red & white
show, Marjan 26 (by Blitz), owned
by Arendsen Raedt, was the very
best. She won the intermediate title
and was declared Grand Champion.
Also part of the show was a daughter

50 hundred-ton cows at one farm
The Knoef-Hendriksen family has
achieved a unique feat. At the end of
December, the black & white Big Clara
120 was the 50th cow to produce
100,000kg of milk at this farm. This is
unprecedented.
Big Clara 120 is a Hunter daughter
from Clara 115, who herself passed
the 100,000kg mark earlier this
year as well. The farm of the KnoefHendriksen family symbolizes lifetime
production and durability. The secret:
lots of attention for the cows and
being consistent where breeding and
the choices made in breeding are
concerned.

Sixteen years ago, Joppie 155 was
the first cow in this herd to pass the
milestone of 100,000kg. Almost all of
Knoef’s hundred-ton cows are sired by
Dutch bulls, with Sunny Boy being the
most represented with eight daughters.
The Netherlands has a total of already
more than 23,000 cows that produced
more than 100,000kg of milk in their
careers, with more than 1700 of them
also having produced already more
than 10,000kg of fat and protein.
The Knoef-Hendriksen herd from
Geesteren is by far the herd with the
most 100,000kg and 10,000kg cows in
the Netherlands.

The Knoef family with Big Clara 120, the 50th “hundred-ton cow” at one farm

Thanks to the BT-free status (Blue Tongue)
which the Netherlands was granted by the
OIE last year, Dutch exports of bred heifers
received a bit of support. Most bilateral
health certificates in the meantime have
been adjusted. Also with respect to the
Schmallenberg virus, with the first outbreak
dating back to 2011, we are making progress.
Mostly due to a lack of knowledge, many
third countries closed their borders for
breeding cattle from the Netherlands and
other West European countries in which
Schmallenberg had surfaced. Thanks to
good monitoring and good research it has
become clear that the risks of introducing the
Schmallenberg virus can be minimized. And
this certainly applies when it is combined
with workable additions to the export
certificate. With the guarantees also the trust
increases. This is noticeable in the slowly
increasing exports of bred heifers to many
countries. Vigilance is still essential. Risk
of the introduction of diseases by animals
or humans has always existed. Given the
big importance of exports, a country like
the Netherlands realizes as none other, that
something can go wrong at any moment.
The longer it takes before a problem is
identified, the larger the negative effects
can be. Therefore no effort is too much
for the Netherlands to stay ahead of any
problems. It does this by means of a closed
I&R system, and continuous monitoring for
animal disease. For parties involved with
the export of bred heifers this is sometimes
cumbersome. The Dutch authorities want
to give maximum warrantees. They require
additional blood tests, and sometimes
additional requirements to the inspection
services. The receiving party benefits,
because these extra tests guarantee that
you get what you have asked for: always
healthy and high-quality heifers which you
will enjoy working with for years to come.
The quality of transportation also requires
continuous monitoring. For heifers this has
been very well organized in Europe. The
Netherlands makes an extra effort to make
transports occur as smoothly as possible.
Transport companies for heifers are ahead
of the game with optimum transportation
ensuring animal welfare, also for the long
haul. Barring unforeseen circumstances,
critics should never have reason to comment
on the long-distance transports of Dutch
heifers for reasons of animal welfare, or
because the animals do not reach their
destination in good shape.

Alex Arkink

Reinoud van Gent,
General Manager Veepro
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Leading article

Antibiotic u
The Dutch dairy industry has taken industrious measures to reduce the
use of antibiotics. Dairy farmers and veterinarians have been working
together for that purpose. The results are remarkable.

A round the world, antibiotics
as a tool to combat bacterial
infections are a blessing, but
they can also create problems.
The medicine works very
well on humans and animals,
but with excessive and
sometimes injudicious use,
bacteria develop resistance to
an antibiotic. With that, the
bacteria can become resistant
against that particular drug,
so that these infections are
very difficult or impossible
to combat. A threat to public
health, but also to animal
health. A well-known example
is the resistant bacteria
MRSA, of which one of the
strains is transferable from
pigs to people. By the way,
a strict search and destroy
approach has ensured that
the Netherlands, despite a
very large pig population,
has a very low percentage of
human MRSA cases: 20 times
lower than the average in
Europe. There are indications
that increasing numbers of
different resistant bacteria
from animal husbandry are
transmittable to people. Since
virtually the same antibiotics

are being used in both the
human and the animal health
sector, the impact is big.

Full speed ahead

A significant number of
countries are each working in
their own way to reduce the
use of antibiotics. Some are
further than others. Following
the Scandinavian countries,
which are leading the way,
also the Netherlands is now
going full speed ahead. An
approach had been selected
in which the government
established a number of strict
conditions, after which the
various animal sectors have
each developed their own
plan to meet these conditions.
In short, dairy farmers
have to collaborate with
their veterinarian for their
contribution to the solution to
the issue at hand. This had to
result in use being reduced by
50% in the span of three years
(by the end of 2012 to less than
250,000kg active ingredient
per year for the entire cattle
industry). Halfway through
last year, this goal had already
been reached (51% less). That

makes a huge difference. The
goal now is that during the
next few years an even greater
reduction should be realized,
so that antibiotics will only
be used for curative purposes
and when absolutely necessary
for preventing diseases, in
situations when that is not
possible without antibiotics.

Bulk consumer

The Netherlands is, due to its
high cattle density, a bulk user
of antibiotics. Until a few years
ago (2006) the situation was
even such that in the hog and
poultry industries, antibiotics
were included as a growth
stimulant in the feed. That is
now prohibited. Incidentally,
in the dairy industry that has
never been the case.
There are different types of
antibiotics. The government
is primarily focussing on the
reduction of second and third/
fourth generation antibiotics.
Those are the most susceptible
antibiotics where resistance
needs to be avoided at all
costs. The government wants
to ensure that they are only
used for human health care.

Do not gloss over problems
Good management is the most
important factor in reducing
the use of antibiotics. What
the dairy sector wants to put
an end to, is that problems on
the farm are glossed over by
using antibiotics. It is much
more important to identify
the cause of a problem, poor
hygiene for example, and then
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improve that. Management is
also about nutrition (feeding
the right ration at the right
time), well functioning milk
equipment and proper milking
practices, but also about
breeding healthy, resilient
cows. Farmers must overcome
a threshold to leave antibiotics
on the shelf. There is a fear

among dairy farmers that they
will encounter more disease
and more culling of animals
when they use no or less
antibiotics. Dutch research
reveals that this is not the
case. On the other hand, milk
production does decrease a
little, and somatic cell count
slightly increases.

As of January
1st last year, only a certified
veterinarian is allowed to
work with antibiotics in the
cattle industry

February

18-02-13 16:22

c use curbed
Less antibiotics at drying off
at the time of drying off. Then
clinical mastitis occurs 1.7
times more often.
When a cow actually has
mastitis, then a curative
treatment with antibiotics
is necessary. That is also the
case for treating young stock
for diarrhea, pneumonia,
navel infection, and dairy
cows for swollen hocks,
interdigital infection, and
uterine problems. If a
caesarean section is required,
the veterinarian normally
prescribes preventive
antibiotics in order to impede
infection.
More than 60 percent of
antibiotics used in the Dutch
dairy industry is connected
to udder health. Partly for the
treatment of mastitis, and
partly (two-thirds) at the time
of drying off.
The most frequently
used antibiotics in
the dairy industry are
tetracyclines, sulfonamides,
aminoglycosides, beta lactam
antibiotics and macrolides.

In the dairy industry in the
Netherlands, drying off cows
with the help of antibiotics
is common practice. This
is a preventive approach to
thwart mastitis during the
dry period. Trial studies
are now being conducted to
determine if drying off can be
done without antibiotics.
On average, a cow in the
Netherlands receives 5.8 daily
doses of antibiotics annually.
That number can be reduced
by a third by not using
antibiotics on a two-year-old
with a somatic cell count less
than 150,000 and milking
cows with a somatic cell
count less than 50,000 cells
per millilitre. Then there is
only a minimal increase in the
number of clinical mastitis
cases, reveals a recent Dutch
study by the Animal Health
Agency and Udder Health
Centre. The study also shows
that the number of cases
clearly increases when a farm
does not use any antibiotics
on any cows or two-year-olds
with a low somatic cell count

When third/fourth generation
antibiotics are no longer
effective, there is actually no
remedy available for those
particular infections. In the
dairy industry, third/fourth
generation medicines are
practically no longer used.
In the past, they still made
up almost 20 percent of all
medicine. With the second
generation antibiotics – drugs
with a wide spectrum – a
major reduction has been
realized due to measures
now in force in the dairy
industry.

Herd health plan

Veterinarians play a key role
in this strategy. As of January
1st last year, only a certified
veterinarian is allowed to
work with antibiotics in the
cattle industry. The official
organization of veterinarians
– the KNMvD – issues that
guarantee when a series of
conditions have been met.
Only a certified veterinarian
may prescribe and administer
antibiotics following strict
regulations, such as the
See next page
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Background

The barn of th

“The Netherlands has a global reputation in

the dairy farming and dairy processing sectors.
The Netherlands should become the World
Dairy Lab, the incubator for new technologies,”
suggests Carel de Vries, program manager of
the dairy innovation centre Courage.
clinical inspection of the
animals to be treated and
the establishment of a
diagnosis. The cattle farmer
makes an agreement with
his veterinarian which he
is obligated to report to the
Nederlandse Voedsel en
Warenautoriteit (English:
Dutch Food and Drug
Administration). Part of
the agreement is that the
veterinarian and the farmer
together develop a herd
health plan, which is entirely
geared towards that specific
farm. This includes his
goal to reduce the use, and
mentions concrete steps for
the reduction of antibiotic
use. In addition, there is
a timeline developed for
when this will take place. A
herd treatment plan is also
developed, which indicates
what treatments will be
carried out for which ailment
(mastitis, drying off, uterine
problems, hoof problems,
milk fever and ketosis, and
for young stock, diarrhea,
pneumonia and navel
infections) and the selection
of animal medication
that needs to be made.
Every three months the
veterinarian makes a farm
visit during which the use
of antibiotics is discussed.
Each year, a report is made.
All use needs to be submitted
and registered countrywide.
Heavy users receive, just like
in soccer, a ‘yellow card’. And
anyone who does not abide
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by the rules can count on
major fines.
The basic principle is that
only veterinarians may
administer antibiotics, and
that it is no longer allowed
to keep any antibiotics on
the farm. Only under very
strict conditions may a
farmer have and administer
antibiotics on his own farm.
That is only allowed for first
choice antibiotics (drugs with
a narrow spectrum) that
are not critical for human
application. This all happens
under the supervision of the
veterinarian.

Not the end yet

The Dutch approach, in
which the dairy sector
and veterinarians work
together to reduce the use
of antibiotics, has borne
impressive results in a
short amount of time, an
impressive decrease.
The Netherlands has done
away with its status as
a bulk user. At the same
time, there is an awareness
that this result is not the
end yet. Actually the sector
wants to work towards
virtually only curative
use, but that will require
the necessary efforts,
especially in the area of
management. For countries
that are just at the eve of an
antibiotic reduction strategy,
knowledge acquired in the
Netherlands can serve as an
example. l

In a meeting of Dutch

breeding experts and
managers, Carel de Vries
set his sights on the year
2025. The key words for the
future, in his opinion, are
greater efficiency, increased
cleanliness, more animal
friendly, more natural and
more transparent. That leads
to a different kind of dairy
farming.
The program manager of
Courage illustrated this with
a picture of the barn of the
future. In the barn, cows are
housed in the midst of trees,
walls of grass and a canopy of
vines. No concrete slats, but
a soft (as soft as a pasture),
permeable floor where the
urine falls through. A manure
robot cleans up the remaining
manure and leaves. And for
almost the same price as a
conventional barn.

Cow garden

Vision of the future? For some
time now, the Netherlands has
a special kind of barn, called
the cow garden, on trial, in
order to gain experience. It is
more animal friendly, more
natural, cleaner, and citizens/
consumers simply love it.
Within a few years it will
have become clear whether
this concept is applicable for
many more dairy operations,
and how much extra work
the cow garden requires. ”We
will say farewell to the freestall barn with its concrete
and steel. We need to copy the
natural processes into the farm
situation. The future in dairy
farming lies with natural,
friendly, highly intelligent
systems.”
This is an example of how
the innovation center
from the government, the

In the barn of the future cows are housed in the midst of trees, walls of
grass and a canopy of vines

February

18-02-13 16:30

Calendar girls

of the future

Grass yield up

With an innovative
approach, the Netherlands
can increase efficiency
in the dairy industry. For
example in the area of forage
production. ”Grass yields in
the Netherlands are currently
between 8,000 and 10,000kg
of dry matter, which could
increase greatly with better
pasture research and the
application of gene technology.
The yield could be at the same
level as with corn. And we are
able to grow TMR on a stem,
a form of grazable starch,”
summarizes the innovator.
Feeding cattle more products
that are not suitable for
human consumption, that’s
where the skill comes in. Not
wheat or soy, but by-products
such as brewer’s grain, a waste
product from the breweries

Animal health

Animal health is, according
to Carel de Vries, another
important issue for the future,
if only because healthy cows
produce more. That milk
with its high-quality protein
is highly necessary for the
food supply. In terms of
health, he believes there is a
lot of room for improvement.
Breeding can make an
important contribution here
and is already hard at work
in that area, he observes.
Veterinarians and dairy
farmers need to work together
much more closely in order
to obtain problem-free cows
that are efficient and healthy.
The farmer as a CEO, and
the veterinarian as a chief
veterinary officer, a CVO.
Together they should set
goals to achieve higher health
levels. For example, 10 percent
less mastitis, 10 percent less
lameness and a three to four
years higher longevity. Sensor
technology can assist here.
With an early warning system,
symptoms are revealed that
are currently not visible.
Important is the role of the
dairy industry in energy
supply. By harvesting biogas
from manure and from a
bio-digester, solar panels and
wind turbines, a dairy farm
can easily provide for its own
energy requirements. And
they can also produce enough
extra energy to feed the entire
processing industry. l

Vanessa 20

Vanessa 20 proves that production and beauty can very well
go hand in hand. During her third lactation she was classified
with the high score of EX-90. In 410 days she produced
17,409kg milk with 3.70% protein! Just before the turn of
the year she calved for the fourth time. To date she produced
a total of no less than 59,806kg milk in three lactations.
Vanessa undoubtedly inherited this tremendous production
from her sire Delta Canvas, a great production transmitter.

Zwartje 85

Zwartje 85 is from the same mold. She takes after her father
Delta Scarlet, who is a Delta Canvas son. He also has the
red factor. With a production proof of +2494kg milk and
+61kg protein he even exceeds his sire. The Scarlet daughters
easily hold up their high production levels. This also goes
for Zwartje 85. She calved for the first time at the age of 24
months, and after 11 months she was still producing 32kg
milk per day. The two-year-old has nice type. She is classified
with GP-84 for total score (83 udder and 85 feet & legs).
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, Maren-Kessel
Photo: E. Korsten

Alex Arkink

agricultural organizations
and the processing industry
are working together to
keep the Netherlands in the
leading position. ”We have
a tremendous amount of
knowledge and skills. We
need to continue excelling,”
says Carel de Vries, who
himself has managed a dairy
research farm for a number
of years. Significant progress
in a number of different
areas is not only possible, it
is also necessary. ”With the
rapid growth of the world
population, sufficient food
production will be the issue for
the coming time, because “a
hungry man is an angry man”.”

Fie Oly 174
(s. Olympic)
Owner: VOF
Hanegraaf-Langens

Alex Arkink

Carel de Vries: ”The Netherlands
are an incubator for innovation“

that would otherwise end up
in the waste disposal process.
He also cites increasing soil
fertility as a very important
point of attention. Automation
will start playing a role here.
Besides robots in the barn (for
milking, feeding, and manure
removal) it is now time for
field robots, which reduce
labour and at the same time
ensure increased yields and
reduced waste.

There are many beautiful cows
Veepro Holla
nd
in the Netherlands. Every year
and our beau qu
ty
eens
Wish you
Veepro Holland publishes a
a "moofully"
go
od
special calendar with a different
2013
‘Calender Girl’ for every month
of the year. In each issue the
editor introduces two of them.
This time two calendar girls:
the red & white Vanessa 20
(by Delta Canvas), who graces
the February page of the 2013
calendar, and Zwartje 85 (by
Delta Scarlet), on the March page, who is
reflected in the water of the ditch.
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Interview

Silicon Valley for
the dairy sector
By establishing a Dairy Campus, the

Netherlands is at the international forefront
of innovations in dairy farming. “We want to
become the Silicon Valley for the dairy world.”

“The Dairy Campus is

unique in the world. We
want to lead the field with
innovations, and at the same
time we want to see these
new technologies quickly
introduced to the dairy
industry,” explains director
Kees de Koning. He makes a
comparison with Silicon Valley,
the incubator for all kinds
of digital innovations. The
focus in Leeuwarden will be
on innovations for durability,
housing, smart farming
(automation, sensors, GPS, etc)
and chain valorisation.
The Campus provides
an extra impetus to
innovation. Why?
“Innovation is an ongoing
process. The dairy farmer
needs to constantly innovate,
but the sector too. New
technology becomes available.
We are looking at ever larger
herds. They are more quickly
capable of implementing
innovations, and they also have
the financial potential to do it.
Dutch dairy farmers quickly
address these innovations. Just
look at automated milking,
developed in the Netherlands.
This had never succeeded if
dairy farmers as early adapters
hadn’t started working with it.”
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The milking robot
is the figurehead of
new technological
developments. What’s
happening with robotic
milking today?
“Developments in the field
of automated milking are
currently going very fast.
In 1992, there were five
farms with a robot and now
this number has risen to
more than 16,000 farms,
including 3,000 farms in the
Netherlands.“
“Fifty percent of Dutch farmers
now opt for a milking robot
when building a new milking
facility. In other countries, too,
the milking robot gets a solid
foothold. This development
continues at a rapid pace.”
What other technology is
coming?
“There is a lot already:
cow identification during
concentrate feeding. Sensors
make it possible to measure
animal activity, milk yield,
milk conductivity and body
weight, for instance. We now
also have robots for feeding
and manure removal. And new
sensors are being introduced
to the market that pull
measurements from blood,
milk and movement. Recently

a sensor has been developed
that, based on a drop of blood,
can measure whether a cow
has ketosis.”
”There is also a need for
sensors for pregnancy
detection. Basically that is
possible, but the sensors are
not available yet. We are more
and more moving towards
integrated systems that
measure various activities.
Think of the Herd Navigator
(Delaval) and the Afilab
(Afikim). This results in a large
flow of signals and data.“
”The important question
now is how to ensure a good
approach and follow-up based
on those data. For, if there
is nothing you can do with
these data, the information is
meaningless.”
What is the importance?
”With larger herds it is
important to quickly identify
any deviating animals, but
equally important is it to know
which action you can take.
With GPS and sensors, any
abnormal behavior of calves
or cows can be detected. Again
the question is, what will I
do next? Inline measuring of
milk, for example, will become
possible. This allows you to
analyze the composition of
the milk already during the
milking process, but: Can you
separate milk flows that way?
Part of the milk, for instance,
is very suitable for cheese
production, another part for
milk powder or baby food.
What does the dairy market
require?”

Kees de Koning is the 53-yearJan director
old
Cees Vogelaar
of the Dairy
Is there still
Campus
in Leeuwarden,
room for impro
the
vement?n will
innovation
center
it befor
published
dairy
Whenit be
farming.
Prior
lished
to this
n will
heitwas
be
published
closely
involved
Whenit
in be
research
lished n
will it
into
milking
be publishe
robots and
automation at Wageningen
UR Livestock Research.

For whom will the Campus
go to work?
”For the entire industry. In
practice these now primarily
are the suppliers of dairy
farms, mostly internationally
oriented.”
“All dairy farmers will benefit
from the results. They can
be at the forefront. The
Netherlands is leading and
must continue to be. As an
example, we are presently
carrying out research for a
company that from colostrum
wants to develop a vaccine
against coli diarrhea with
piglets. This will create value
for colostrum, which would
otherwise disappear in the pit.”
Will many innovations
be coming from the
Netherlands in future?
”Not just from the Netherlands.
Also abroad innovations are
being developed. We will
evaluate their applicability
in the Netherlands. What is
good for the Netherlands,
can also be used in other
countries. Because we have
good infrastructure in the
Netherlands – farms are close
to each other and collaborate
– we have an advantage
when it comes to developing
innovations.” l
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Red and white indexes

Very strong debut
for Franklin

Lowlands Franklin (Mr Burns x Taco) has made a very strong debut in
the ranking. And with him the red & white breed has added another

outstanding bull. Delta Fidelity (Kian x Lightning) is of exceptional class.

Fidelity is the most used

bull in the Netherlands, both
with red & white and black &
white. With 3,300 daughters
in his production index, he
moves up no less than 32
points to 205 NVI. The Kian
son is by far the best when it
comes to improving net milk
yield. He generates 307 euro
extra milk revenues. He does
this via a nice plus for milk
production (+821kg) but
most of all via +0.22% for
protein (+47kg). In addition,
Fidelity is unapproachable
for feet & legs improvement
(115) and he also sires nicely
shaped and sound udders
(107).
In the index ranking he
closely approaches the Nr.1
bull, Topspeed Kodak (Kevin x
Stadel). Kodak owes his first
place to plusses for almost all
traits and top scores of 617
days for longevity, 111 calving
picture 1

ease, and 106 for udders.
Stadel is also behind Chicago
(mgs Ronald), but this time
as a sire of sons, and 2nd
crop daughter information
is now added to his proof.
Backed by both Stadel and
Ronald, Chicago is all about
longevity at 627 days extra. In
addition, top type bull Stadel
transmitted outstanding legs
(109) and a very good udder
composite (106) to his son.

New blood

Lowlands Franklin is the first
son of Mr Burns to break
through in the Netherlands
and provide some new blood.
At 180 points of NVI he
immediately settles in the
upper echelons of the ranking.
He is the top newcomer with
lots of milk (+858kg), 391
days of longevity, and 108
total score for type (106 udder
and 106 legs).

Alger Meekma

Rita 34 (s. Franklin)
Production: 2.02 in 218 days, 6,220kg milk, 4,56% fat, 3,44% protein

Lowlands Klimmer (Taco x
Pablo) climbed 15 NVI points
in the ranking and now stands
at 187 NVI. Strong plusses
in the percentages (+0.31%
fat and +0.16% protein), 521
days longevity, 104 udder
health, 112 hoof health, and
107 feet & legs are impressing
ratings. Maniac van de Peul
(Royalist x Kian) is equally
successful, but then mostly
in the field of conformation,
with 110 for udders and an
outstanding 113 for feet &
legs. His 106 for udder health
is good, too, as well as the 532
days longevity.
The third Lowlands
representative attracting
attention is Lowlands Leola
(Canvas x Lightning). Thanks
to sire of sons Canvas, Leola
is a high milk bull with a plus
of 1526kg milk, +52kg fat and
+45kg protein. In addition,
he sires outstanding feet &
legs (109). Another top milk
bull is Delta Lilac (Canvas x
Stadel) with a plus of 2161kg
milk and also an outstanding
109 for udders and 108 for
legs. Outcross bull Lowlands
Standard (Jasper x Ts Gogo)
transmits 2031kg extra milk
and has an outstanding 111
for feet & legs as well as 106
for udders.
Ju Tobias (Lionel x Kian),
the surprising newcomer
of the August index release,
continues to rank in the
top of the ranking. With his
score of 111 for udders he
also is one of the best udder
transmitters. The 108 for legs
are outstanding as well.

Table 1 tThe top 10 of the
December indexes of available
red & white sires sampled in
the Netherlands (source NVO,
December 2012)

name
Topspeed Kodak
Delta Fidelity
Heihoeve Arnold
Lowlands Klimmer
Maniac Van De Peul
Lowlands Franklin
Talentino
Aalhorst Pleasure
Lowlands Fender
Lowlands Lambiek

picture 1

Table 2 tThe top 5 available
red & white sires ranked on
kg milk (NVO, December 2012)

name
Delta Lilac
Lowlands Standard
Lowlands Leola
Bonhill Amistar
Van De Peul Kylian

sire kg milk+
Canvas
2161
Jasper
2031
Canvas
1526
Kevin
1038
Kian
1020

Table 3 t5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
red & white sires ranked on total
score (NVO, December 2012)

name
Poos Stadel Classic
Hs Twister
Delta Lilac
Talentino

sire total score
Stadel
113
Lightning
112
Canvas
112
Talent
112

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
red & white sires ranked on
longevity (NVO, December 2012)

name
Topspeed Kodak
Lowlands Lambiek
Heihoeve Arnold
Aalshorst Pleasure
Lowlands Fender

sire
longevity
Kevin
617
Talent
593
Lightning
592
Talent
575
Ts Gogo
552

The sires listed in the tables are owned by
AI-organizations that participate in Veepro
Holland (CRV, AI Kampen). Sires whose semen is
not available for export are not listed.

Talent sons

The two Talent sons Talentino
(mgs Kian) and Aalhorst
Pleasure (mgs Merton)
hold their ground nicely.
Talentino excels for protein
production, longevity (439
days), udder and feet & legs.
Pleasure offers more protein,
longevity (575 days), and
udder improvement (111). l
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sire
NVI
Kevin
216
Kian
205
Lightning 190
Taco
187
Royalist
181
Mr Burns 180
Talent
162
Talent
162
Ts Gogo 161
Talent
160
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Foreign farm visit

100kg milk per day
in South Africa
Cows that produce 100kg milk per day. Johannes Loubster in South

Africa has them. “I like big cows and Dutch genetics. They give more milk
and they have the capacity for high production,” says Johannes.
keeps tabs on which cows are
in the high producer group
(more than 50 litres a day) or
the mid (40-50 litre) or lower
lactation group (30-40 litre).
Cows producing less than 30
litres a day are dried off by not
feeding any more concentrates
during milking time.

Breeding goals and strategy
Managing cows to achieve their full genetic potential requires
exceptional management in the milking parlour and of cow comfort
and feed rations

I

n South Africa the primary
dairy industry is moving
towards bigger herds
and more intensive farm
management. To survive in
the current economic climate,
farmers need to produce more
litres per cow and improve
on the feed conversion rate.
Breeding such cows that
will last in the warm South
African climate (combined
with very high production) is
a challenge that has been met
through the right breeding
selection and careful herd
management to reduce the
effect of heat stress.
Too often it is simply accepted
that the larger Holstein is
not suited to the climate in
Africa. The smaller Jersey
cow is often hailed as the
only answer to heat stress
problems. However, enough
evidence exists that when
done right, the farmer can
enable his cows to reach
their genetic potential –
heat or no heat.
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One of the best

Johannes Loubser, arguably
one of the best dairy farmers
in the country, farms on
Welgegund some 40km
north of Cape Town with his
family that includes four of
his brothers. Here the sixth
generation Loubsers farm
with the Holstein herd of PE
Loubser that produces milk for
the family’s own dairy product
brand, Fair Cape, and local
retailer, Woolworths.
Johannes manages the dairy
farm.1,500 cows are housed in
four huge cow sheds with freeloaf areas that enable the farm
to be classified as a free-range
dairy. Part of the management
strategy to enable cows to
perform according to their
ability includes beds for
comfort and fans and water
sprayers to cool down cows.
Cows are milked three times a
day at 3:30, 10:30 and 17:30.
Production groups are not
separated physically, but the
electronic management system

“I like big cows and Dutch
genetics have proven itself in
this herd to produce strong
cows with capacity, dairyness
and longevity. They give
more milk and they have the
capacity for high production,”
says Johannes. Making use
of Dutch genetics has worked
wonders in the herd, he says.
“It works on this farm and
the very large framed cows
perform well within our
system.” The breeding goal is
to produce balanced cows with
good longevity, conformation,
dairyness and secondary
traits.
Bulls from America, Canada

Johannes Loubser: “The greatest gift
from the Dutch bulls to his herd is the
improvement of longevity”

as well as South Africa are also
used in the herd, but Johannes
has great respect for Dutch
genetics. “We have been using
predominantly Dutch bulls in
the herd for the past 20 years
and we have definitely seen
the progress the herd has made
over the decades. One of the
greatest compliments I can
give is that the Dutch breeding
programme delivers on what it
promises. If the breeding values
indicate a trait, you can be sure
to see the result as predicted.
The reliability of Dutch
genetics is simply outstanding!”
According to Johannes the
greatest gift from the Dutch
bulls to his herd is the
improvement of longevity. “It
is not just one thing, but the
whole package of good traits
ranging from good feet and
legs to udder ligaments, udder
health, low somatic cell count,
good teats, dairyness and
capacity. We are talking about
breeding as near to the perfect
cow as possible.”
Late last year one such “almost
perfect” cow showed what can
be done. The Delta Olympic
daughter, 6322, produced 107,8
litres of milk at her peak in her

This Delta Olympic daughter produced over 100kg of milk per day at her peak
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fourth lactation. This is not a
fluke as she produced
20,441 litres (413 days in milk)
during her third lactation, she
is currently 280 days in milk,
in her fourth lactation, and
has produced 21,080 thus
far. Her half-sister and also a
Delta Olympic daughter, 6360,
peaked at 96,5 litres in her
third lactation. “I have also
had great results from Dutch
bulls like Win 359 in the past
and his daughters regularly
peaked at 80 litres per day.”
Local representative of CRV
Xseed, Louisa Hallatt, says
that the older bulls used in
the herd included Doolhof
December, Grand Prix, Louson,
Delta Olympic and Win 395.
The bulls used extensively in
the past two years included
Poos Stadel Classic, Delta
Fidelity, Delta Paramount and
Big Winner. ”All these bulls
are out crosses on the general
bloodline in this het. By using
these bulls we’ve opened up
the gene pool a bit,” says
Louisa.

Individual feed

The feed ration is designed
to help the herd achieve their
genetic potential. Cows are
fed a total mixed ration (TMR)
ad lib and with the help of an
electronic cow identification
and management system, each
cow receives an individual
concentrate feed ration in the
milking parlour.
The concentrate ration varies
according to the production
level, stage of lactation and
needs of the cow, but the
basic ingredients include soya
concentrate, high protein
concentrate, maize meal and
fish meal. l
By Liza Bohlmann, editor of
The Dairy Mail Magazine, in
South Africa

Spotlight on

Lowlands Upgrade

Els Korsten

South Africa

Corrie 98 (s. Upgrade), 2.01 in 232 days, 6,803kg milk,
3.49% fat, 3.32% protein

The breeding world today is
in a big turmoil and clearly
dominated by too much
marketing.
This pessimistic thought
can be heard sometimes
in circles of experienced
followers with real love
for cattle breeding. Is it
just nostalgia for a time
when new scientific
data and overwhelming
marketing techniques were
less influential than true
realistic figures based on
reliable proofs?
Time will provide the
answer and maybe then
it will be realized that in
breeding patience often
will be wiser than speed.

For many breeders reliable
daughter proofs are still the
base for their selection which
bulls to use. They prefer
to rear their replacements
with the maximum chance
of success. It is therefore
that Lowlands Upgrade is a
most interesting newcomer.
Not with glamour nor by
marketing promotion and
neither backed by a family
worldwide known for their
exiting qualities. Upgrade
is doing it all by himself. Of
course there is reliability in
his pedigree. In his case even
in an impressive way. His sire
Paramount has now a proof
based on 32,000 daughters of
which the oldest are already

9 years old. Presently he is
still in heavy use, a proof of
his stability.
The sires of Upgrade’s four
direct dams in his mother
line Dustin, Lava, Jabot and
Sunny Boy have a total of
nearly 400,000 daughters
in their respective proofs.
It will be difficult indeed
to find a young proven sir
with a pedigree equaling
these totals. Upgrade is also
backed by his dam Zwaantje
95 (VG87) and no less than
3 full sisters, all very good
and performing well in
the home herd. So there
were great expectations for
Upgrade to fulfill. He did so
in a most comprehensive
way. He transmits average
size, thus the best chance
for a long herd life, high
milk yields with excellent
protein amounts and good
udder health. His is a real
topper for udder shape
and solidity with the most
desirable teat placement.
If the goal is to produce
glamorous show cows
maybe his progeny is not big
enough.
But he certainly offers all
the qualities to allow the
herd owner of these days to
be still in business ten years
from now.

Production index
kg
rpty milk
85 +1689

%
fat
–0.51

%
prot.
–011

kg
fat
+22

kg
prot.
+47

Inet*
€233

longevity
+297

NVI
+201

calf
ease fertility
97
98

*milkmoney in euros

Conformation
frame
robustness
udder
feet & legs
total score

104
102
112
107
111
96

100

106
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cell
counts
101

112
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Dutch farm visit

Raising heifers for export
at the bottom of the sea
Marinus Borgstein has a special farm. He raises calves to the stage of

pregnant heifers for export. The cattle he raised can now be found in
Harrie van Leeuwen

herds in Poland, Latvia, Greece, Russia, and many other countries, to the
satisfaction of their new owners. “As cattle farmer you aim to supply
well-developed heifers on a constant basis.”

M

arinus Borgstein used to
be a dairy farmer, but eight
years ago an uncooperative
knee prevented him physically
from continuing to milk
his 75 to 80 cows. Raising
young stock is possible
however. ”I like working with
animals,“ he explains his
choice. Most heifer raisers in
the Netherlands do this for
dairy farmers who want to
completely focus on milking
their cows, and therefore
outsource heifer raising to
specialized colleagues.
As one of only few, Marinus
Borgstein entirely focuses
on exports. He has 90 to 100
head in his barn, mostly black
& white Holstein-Friesians,
but also some red & white
HFs. With the export company
Multi Dairy Livestock he
has a deal that they take the
pregnant heifers. On a regular
basis there are foreign visitors
in his barn to select a number
of animals. Together with the
representative of the export
company they select the best
pregnant animals. There is
plenty of choice.

Marinus Borgstein takes
pride in supplying
well-grown heifers.”That’s
what you enjoy yourself“

12
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Harrie van Leeuwen

New agricultural land

The farm of Marinus
Borgstein is located in one of
the prime agricultural areas
in the Netherlands. The farm
is called ‘Wide View’ which is
a good fit. From his farm, the
farmer can see for miles in

Marinus Borgstein entirely
focuses on exports. He has
90 to 100 head in his barn,
mostly black & white
Holstein-Friesians, but also
some red & white HFs

all directions. The parcels are
perfectly straight and level, on
the most fertile and therefore
also the most expensive land
of the Netherlands: a hectare
costs about 80,000 euro. It
is the bottom of the former
South Sea, an inland sea in
the middle of the Netherlands.
The polder was created about
forty years ago to generate
new agricultural land. An
ingenious system of canals
and draining mills keeps the
land, which lies a few meters
below sea level, dry. A select
group of the top farmers were
allowed to establish a farm
here. Thousands signed up
for a chance at such a farm.
Marinus Borgstein was one of
the chosen ones. In 1984 he
was able to move to a brandnew dairy farm. The barn is
now partly in use for raising
heifers. The free-stalls on
the other side of the barn are
empty. ”It is too expensive to
take them out and remodel
also this part of the barn for
heifer raising,” the farmer
explains. This results in the
calves and heifers being
housed in a spacious and
bright barn with lots of air.
”Very good for a low infection
pressure,” the heifer raiser
indicates. ”If you keep many

February

18-02-13 16:25

Harrie van Leeuwen

Marinus Borgstein especially tries to reduce feed costs. As few concentrates as possible

animals close to each other,
you have an increased chance
of disease and contamination.”
Almost no disease also means
few costs. The farm has a
favorable leptospirosis-free
status. In recent years, the
animals have been vaccinated
with a dead marker vaccine
against IBR. ”This costs 25
euro per calf, but I do it
anyway, because some clients
require IBR-free animals.“

Herd-book registration

Due to his focus on exports,
he only procures calves
and heifers that are herdbook registered. The dam
and granddam must have
produced at least 6,000kg of
milk per lactation. Generally,
he buys calves at the age of
fourteen days, after they have
been through the colostrum
period, for 160 to 170 euro.
They stay on until they are
about 2-year-old heifers and
in-calf. The heifers calve out
at their new owners’ farms
when they are over two years
of age. ”Nowadays you see
that many dairy farmers calve
out their heifers when they
are younger than two years. I
choose for them being not too
young. At over two years of

age, they can handle it better,”
says Marinus Borgstein. He
follows the same routine as
when he still had a dairy farm
himself. It resulted in healthy
cows with a, for those days,
above-average production of
8,500 to 9,000kg. Two of his
cows reached the milestone of
100,000kg.

Quality at low costs

His raising program is all
about obtaining high quality
at the lowest possible
production costs. In the
Netherlands, the norm among
heifer raisers is about 1.50
euro costs per calf per day,
but this entrepreneur stays
clearly below this level. He
especially tries to reduce feed
costs. As few concentrates as
possible, because that is too
expensive, in his opinion. He
replaces this for a large part
by feeding residual products
from agriculture to his cattle.
Besides grass, the heifers
in his barn in particular
feast on rest-products from
Brussels sprouts, a crop the
entrepreneur grows himself
on 39.5 hectares. And he is
also being supplied sprouts
by-product from neighboring
colleagues, who are very

happy to get rid of their
‘waste’. The animals are crazy
about it. It works really well
in the ration. In addition,
they are also fed waste from
red beets, onions, carrots,
potatoes and other waste
products. He supplements
this with cheap grass and
a little bit of concentrates.
Until the age of nine or ten
weeks, the calves are fed milk
replacer, and starting at the
age of 10 weeks until they
are 6 months, they receive
2kg of concentrates per day
plus very good quality hay.
After that, until the age of
12 months, they receive 1kg
of concentrates per day plus
grass silage and grass, and
from the age of one year and
up only grass and residual
products if at all possible.
When these are not available,
he supplies them with
additional concentrates. ”This
is how I used to raise my
own calves, and this is how
I still do it today. I raise my
calves the old-fashioned way
and this works very well,”
according to the farmer.
Also with respect to
inseminations, the farmer
aims at keeping costs low.
He only uses reliable Dutch

bulls that have proven their
worth, and now are on the
active sire list for a low price
(five euro per straw). And they
have to give light calves, so
that the new owner will not
have any calving problems. In
the past period, Nevada was
the bull he used, and now it
is Surprise, who has been and
still is very popular in the
Netherlands, because he sires
healthy, no-nonsense cows.

For other people

The farmer takes pride in
supplying well-grown heifers.
”That’s what you enjoy
yourself. That’s what makes
you a cattle farmer,“ Marinus
Borgstein says. ”When you
see a beautiful heifer leave
for export, deep in your heart
you regret it. Preferably you
would have kept her yourself,
however, that’s how the
raising business works. You
do it for other people,“ he
observes. To immediately add
proudly, that he did sell
a heifer to a Dutch dairy
farmer once, that was later
selected to participate in the
All-Holland Dairy Show.
”Isn’t it wonderful when you
get such great results. That’s
why you do it!” l
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Black and white indexes

Two Paramount sons
surprise in B&W-index

Two Paramount sons are the surprise of the last

black & white index release. Newhouse Vegas
and Lowlands Upgrade provide lots of milk, lots
of protein, and transmit superior type. Mascol

presence felt. At their debut,
Newhouse Vegas (mgs. O-Man)
and Lowlands Upgrade (mgs.
Dustin) hurtle themselves into
the index list with 209 and 201
NVI points respectively. Both
are pure gains for breeding.

sons, too, are coming out strong. Vegas and Upgrade

of the strongest aces of Dutch
breeding in the past period.
The Jocko son belongs to the

select group of bulls that have
produced more than 1 million
units of semen. As a sire of
sons he is now also making his

Table 1tThe top 13 of the December indexes of available black & white
sires sampled in the Netherlands (source NVO, December 2012)

picture 1

picture 3

picture 4

picture 2

name
Danillo
Delta Persuader
Het Broek Silky
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket
Het Broek Silver
De-Su Oman Goli
Slotbooms Pilot
Delta Refiner
Big Winner
Lowlands Upgrade
Woudhoeve 1042 Impuls
Delta Malaga
Aurora Ormsby

kg
kg
sire
milk+ fat+
Goldwyn
709
33
Mascol
714
9
Mascol
932
15
O Man
885
3
Mascol
1223
9
O Man
766
38
Mascol
640
23
Manager
896
29
Win 395
108
36
Paramount 1689
22
O Man
1123
48
Jordan
1532
21
Shottle
1043
23

kg
prot.+
26
29
30
22
31
25
24
27
19
47
47
39
25

Inet+
181
143
155
90
138
186
151
172
171
233
307
195
144

total
DU score
455
114
579
106
630
109
642
111
668
108
508
110
366
110
149
111
702
106
297
111
457
105
775
108
502
111

NVI
254
237
227
218
216
215
213
210
208
201
199
198
197
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In the index release, the
dominant representation of
Mascol sons in the top ranking
stands out. They fit perfectly
with the quickly expanding
Dutch dairy farms. They
sire cows that barely take a
dairy farmer’s time and stay
in the herd for a long time.
Solid cows. They are nicely
sized (not extremely large),
have outstanding feet & legs,
transmit very good udder
health, good milk production
with kilos of protein and
distinguish themselves with
high longevity. Lots of plusses

picture 2 Big Clara 127 (s. Big Winner), 3.02 in 333 days, 13,718kg milk,
3.87% fat, 3.77% protein

Alger Meekma

picture 1
Jannie 0330 (s. Persuador), 2.01 in 391 days, 9,493kg milk,
4.18% fat, 3.58% protein

Mascol sons strong

Alger Meekma

Delta Paramount was one

Vegas excels with +1538kg of
milk, +100kg fat and protein
and outstanding type: 108
udder and 105 legs. With a
plus of 297 euro Inet, he is
one of the bulls generating
the most milk revenues. And
at 104 calving ease, Vegas
can also be readily used on
virgin heifers. He comes
from the Newhouse herd
which has produced several
outstanding proven sires in
the past. Upgrade also comes
out with splendid numbers.
From his sire, Paramount,
he gets the high production
numbers of +1689kg milk and
+47kg protein. Add to this
the exceptionally high rating
of 112 for udders and 107 for
legs, and it will be clear he is
a very promising bull.
Upgrade and Vegas do well
for functional traits. Both

have a plus for udder health.
On top of the ranking once
again is Danillo (Goldwyn
x O-Man), a very popular
bull, both in the Netherlands
and abroad. He carries the
strengths of both his maternal
and paternal line with superior
type figures: no less than 113
for udder, 110 for legs, and
a total score of 114 and nice
production proof with +709kg
milk and plusses for fat and
protein: +0.03% fat and
+0.02% protein.
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name
Delta Scarlet
Klassic Labron
Ladys-Manor Omen
Zani Bolton Leroy
Jimtown Nicki Nitro
Jonker Floyd
De Biesheuvel Benneton
Lowlands Upgrade
Delta Malaga
De Biesheuvel Sunrise
Delta Paramount
Tjebbinga Hot Shot

sire kg milk+
Canvas
2494
O Man
2242
O Man
1993
Bolton
1933
Bw Marshall 1885
Shottle
1749
Support
1738
Paramount 1689
Jordan
1532
Jardin
1497
Jocko
1418
Shottle
1377

for the modern dairyman.
Delta Persuader (mgs. Dustin)
is the top ranking Mascol
son, in 2nd place, with 237
NVI points. His strengths
include an outstanding rating
of 111 for legs, 107 for udder
health, longevity of +579
days, combined with a nice
milk production. Het Broek
Silky (mgs. Jocko) moves
up nicely on the list. Silky
combines a plus of 932kg milk
with +30kg protein, has 630
days of longevity, and is a top
improver for udders (score 111)
and udder health (also 111). His
full brother, Het Broek Silver
(216 NVI points), is equally
valuable with even more milk:
+1233kg with +31kg protein,
668 days longevity, 108 udder
health, 105 udders, and 107
for legs. At 111, he is the ideal
calving-ease bull.
Slotbooms Pilot (mgs. Jocko)

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
CMBDLXIJUFTJSFTSBOLFEPO
LHQSPUFJO (&4 %FDFNCFS)

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
CMBDLXIJUFTJSFTSBOLFEPO
UPUBMTDPSF (&4 %FDFNCFS)

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
CMBDLXIJUFTJSFTSBOLFEPO
GFFUMFHT (&4 %FDFNCFS)

name
Delta Scarlet
De Biesheuvel Sunrise
De Biesheuvel Summit
Klassic Labron
Lowlands Upgrade
Woudhoeve 1042 Impuls
Southland Lincoln
Peeldijker Phantasy
De Biesheuvel Benneton
Delta Paramount
Delta Malaga
Discovery

name
Danillo
Zeedieker Dairymaster
Havep Nano
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket
Aurora Ormsby
Lowlands Upgrade
Dt Improver
Delta Refiner
Newhouse Hollandia

name
sire feet & legs
Dome’s Navarro
Mascol
113
Delta Persuader
Mascol
111
Danillo
Goldwyn
110
Delta Paramount
Jocko
109
Dt Improver
O Man
109
Delta Malaga
Jordan
108
Havep Nano
Olympic
108
De Biesheuvel Benneton Support
108
Ark-Bros Cameron Laurenzo
108
De Biesheuvel Summit Mascol
107
Delta Refiner
Manager
107

sire kg prot.+
Canvas
61
Jardin
60
Mascol
54
O Man
50
Paramount
47
O Man
47
Canvas
47
Fortune
45
Support
43
Jocko
41
Jordan
39
O Man
39

sire total score
Goldwyn
114
Survivor
113
Olympic
112
O Man
111
Schottle
111
Paramount
111
O Man
111
Manager
111
Paramount
111

total score). In addition, he
sires very large and robust
cows (frame 111). De-Su Oman
Goli (mgs. BW Marshall) also
continues to do very well in
the top of the ranking with
strong plusses on almost
every front: milk production,
functional traits and type,
with 110 for udder and 104
for udder health forming his
strongest ace.

also makes a little leap in the
top of the ranking. He is the
champion for consistency
with plusses almost across the
board, including +640kg milk,
+0.02% protein, 106 for udder
health, and 106 for hoof health,
106 for calving ease, no less
than 109 for udders and 106
for feet & legs.

Balanced

Cricket a star

Beside the Mascol and O-Man
sons, Big Winner (Win 395 x
Lucky Leo) is a sought-after
and balanced outcross bull. On
all fronts he is in the plus. A
nice percentage proof (+0.38%
fat and +0.18% protein), very
high longevity (702 days), and
outstanding type (105 udder,
106 legs) appeal to the dairy
farmer. For the index release
in April, a promising bull is on
his way: Delta Atlantic (Ramos
x O-Man). Based on genomic
breeding values Atlantic

The O-Man sons are making
their presence felt too.
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket
(mgs. Durham) proves to be
a reliable star. With already
more than 1,000 daughters
from the 2nd crop period, he
shows stable numbers with
nice milk production (+885kg),
high longevity (642 days),
outstanding improvement
of udder health (107), a top
rating for calving ease (111)
and outstanding type (111

name
sire
longevity
Delta Malaga
Jordan
775
Big Winner
Win 395
702
Het Broek Silver
Mascol
668
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket O Man
642
Het Broek Silky
Mascol
630
Delta Persuader
Mascol
579
Delta Update
Ramos
567
Delta Mica
Shottle
533
Westenrade Lacey
Win 395
509
De-Su Oman Goli
O Man
508
The sires listed in the tables are owned by
AI-organizations that participate in Veepro
Holland (CRV, AI Kampen). Sires whose semen is
not available for export are not listed.

could have occupied the Nr.1
position of the NVI with nice
milk production (+1070kg),
high longevity (740 days) and
outstanding type (total score
113).

picture 4
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Alex Arkink

picture 3
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Alger Meekma

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
CMBDLXIJUFTJSFTSBOLFEPO
LHNJML (&4 %FDFNCFS)
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JU Lonia (s. Lionel), 4.07 in 267 days, 10,067kg milk, 3.97% fat, 3.34% protein
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